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We build our Annual Ministry Plan based on the commitments we receive from 
members.  Your Trustees want you to see how your giving supports the 
ministries and missions of our Church. Below are examples of what we have 
been able to accomplish together over the last year.  As you contemplate your 
pledge for Commitment Sunday, November 18, 2018, please consider all we 
have done in 2018 and the promise the next year holds for us, then give 
joyfully and generously in 2019.  Look for a letter from Stewardship Chair 
Andy Ruotsala and pledge cards in your email this week. 
 

Our Commitment Goal for the new year 2019 is $175,000. Loose offerings 
during the year add approximately $26,000, for a total budget of $201,000.  
 

 
How do our gifts support the Annual Ministry Plan of FIUCC?  

 

• Worship & Music                     37%    $74,580  

• Care & Nurture of our Faith Community    16%    $32,560  

• Spiritual Development & Education for All    20%    $39,290  

• Outreach & Hospitality                 15%    $29,650  

• Mission & Justice            8%    $16,280  

• Supporting the Wider Church        4%    $8,640  

• Total                100%   $201,000  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Your commitment will help  

our Church family support a future  
with hope for our faith community and 

those we serve. 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC   
 

Our Worship and Music is led by 
Our professional staff Rev. Janet 
Matthews, Minister of Music 
Wayne Lackman, and accompanist 
Meredith Shanley.  They are joined 
the Board of Deacons and a broad 

cross-section of FIUCC members 
and friends (including our youth!), 
who strive to provide a meaningful worship. The Chancel 
Choir blends long-time favorite anthems with new works.  

New Voice, our innovative youth group is guided through the dedicated direction of 
Karla Jo Tupper. In addition, The Band, and a variety of individuals add the joy of 
music to our services.   
Special services take place through the year, such as the 

Winter Feast for the Soul, Easter 

Sunrise Service, Boat-in Service, 
and the Blessing of the Animals 
celebrate our unique island 
community and seasons here in 
the Pacific Northwest. Structure 
is provided by our office manager 

who creates all our written 

material as well as getting the 
word out.  

 
 

CARE & NURTURE OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY  
 

Every member of our community contributes to spiritual care. Our community 
allows us to speak our prayers before one another adding a deep dimension to our 

time together.  We are able to be timely with our prayers through 
our prayer chain and are prayer chain 

facilitator Diane Larson.  Staff member 

Shannon Gillespie attends to our 
youngest members in the nursery each 
week.  Adults and youth share their faith 
and collectively explore and develop their 
spiritual understanding. In April, the 

Church held its annual Retreat Weekend 
at Pilgrim Firs.  Thirty-seven people 
attended a weekend of worship, 
fellowship and meals together, and music 

 



from The Band on Lake Flora. We moved more deeply into the work of Just Faith 
and had fun.  
The Agape Committee provides care and nurture of our church family through 

meals, transportation, and support in times of illness, death, injury, transition and 
upheaval.  We send cards and letters of encouragement and call upon people at 
home and in care facilities.  Agape Helpers perform maintenance and repair tasks.  
There a spiritual deepening that took place through the Lenten series: Just Faith. We 
had a large group experience with soup and moved into more intimate conversation 

and study groups.  Our church allows us to explore our experience of Jesus and the 
God that Jesus points us toward.  Just Faith gave us the chance to experience the 
richness of our faith journey at a new level.  
In addition to visits made by the community, Pastor Janet calls on people in the 
hospital, at home, or in care facilities. She is readily for counseling needs whether 
formally in her office or over a cup of coffee.  

We embrace one another through our fellowship groups and social activities, 
including Birthday Lunches, Bunco Nights, 
Family Picnic, Let’s Dine In, VBS, Easter 
Breakfast, Crafty Needlers, Men’s Fellowship, 
and our Annual Night Out at the Rainiers 

Game. 
In keeping with responsible environmental 
stewardship, and to reduce the Church’s 
electrical energy consumption and cost, a 

team of volunteers has been installing 
programmable, learning thermostats 
throughout the building. This will allow a 

more cost-effective ramp-up to comfortable 
temperatures on cold days and could save 
hundreds of dollars a month in electric bills. 
 
 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT & EDUCATION FOR ALL  
 

Christian Education is essential for our 

congregation, from 
Nursery Care for 
those under age 5, 

to Sunday School 

for elementary age 
children, and 
Youth Group.  
Vacation Bible 
School this 

summer brought 
together 35 children, thanks to the cheerful 
contributions of time and talent from community 
members that each shared their passions from 
marshmallow catapults, plastics monsters to touch 



tanks. Of course, the big favorite – the slip and 
slide. Great music with the Wickline’s another 
highlight.  We are fortunate to have 

intergenerational educational programs, including 

book studies throughout the year. This year our 
book studies focused on the ongoing work of 
understanding race and equality. One of the 
favorites was: “The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic 

Story of America's Great Migration,” Isabel Wilkerson. 

 

OUTREACH & HOSPITALITY  

As the Church, we share our identity and our mission.  We believe there are 

individuals, youth, adults and families longing 

for a spiritual home or simply a sacred space 

to visit and experience God’s spirit.  Earlier 

this month, the Women’s Fellowship 

sponsored a garage sale at the Church, in 

conjunction 

with the 

annual Fox 

Island-wide 

Garage Sale, offering snacks and free restrooms to 

hundreds of bargain hunters (in addition to raising 

over $2,000 for the Fellowship). Halloween saw us 

passing out treats at the Fox Island Trunk or Treat 

Event.      

 

MISSION & JUSTICE  

As Christ’s community, we respond with our time and financial resources in support 

of the work of the Church - in our local area, our country, and areas of need around 

the world.  Our ministry seeks nurture, sustenance, equality, and fairness for all 

God’s people, and for the planet on which we live.  

One of our main focuses this year is the mission 

at the Northwest Detention Center, where we 

offer snacks, drinks, games, and toys to 

brighten the day of those who have made a visit 

to family or friends of immigrants in detention. 

We offer hugs, smiles, and prayers to lighten 

burdens and make what is often a long trip 

home a bit easier. We also provide support for 

Aid for Immigrants in Detention Northwest (AID 

NW), working with immigrants released from the Detention Center.   

 

 

 

 



We continue to contribute to the Key Peninsula Food Bank and 

Food Backpacks 4 Kids.  Other ministries include: visits from the 

Bloodmobile; the China Connect mission; Purdy Prison Purses; 

Gifts for children in Foster Care; Breadforlife; FIUCC Team 

Greeners; Back Yard Bird Sanctuary; and Orphans Africa. 

Walking our new labyrinth provides a spiritual experience for the 

community including those who visit this area.      

 

SUPPORTING THE WIDER CHURCH  

Our mission effort extends beyond our immediate Church Family and community.  

We are a “5FOR5” congregation, inviting members to donate to each of the quarterly 

funds and the greater church, including: 

• Our Church’s Wider Mission  

• One Great Hour of Sharing  

• Neighbors in Need  

• Strengthening the Church  

• Christmas Fund - Supporting Veterans of the Cross  

• The Pacific Northwest Conference Insurance Assistance Fund  

• Pacific Northwest Conference of the United Church of Christ 

• Associated Ministries of Tacoma  

• The National setting of the United Church of Christ Conference and National 

Staff 

 

 

 

 


